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| forms a part of our plan, and as it can only be correctly 
furnished by such societies themselves, we would be 
glad to receive a regular series of the reports they have 
severally published; or, where they have published 
none, such written information, as will enable us to ac- 
complish our purpose. The annual statements of the 
directors.of the different poor honses throughout the 
state, would be acceptable for as long a series of years 
as cafi be furnished. 


PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the ope- 
ration of the Poor Laws. Read, January 29th, 1825. 
Mr. Merenira, Chairman. 


The Committee appointed to inquire into the operation 
of the Poor Laws in this Commonwealth, and to de- 
vise means for remedying the evils of which the pre- 
sent system is productive, and to whom was also re- 
ferred the petition of the Society for the promotion of 
public economy, 


ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 


Under this title we purpose occasionally to furnish 
such documents and facts as we may obtain, on a subject, 
which, notwithstanding pauperism has existed from the 
earliest ages, and the time and talerits of philanthropists 
and statesmen have beeri devoted to it, appears to be 
still involved in mystery and doubt. It has always ap- 
peared to us, that before any correct theory can be form- 
ed with regard to the cause of pauperism, or to the pro- 
per remedies to be applied to its prevention, removal, 
or mitigation, we must be possessed of more facts on the 
subject; and these facts are to be derived only from the 
poor themselves. It is, therefore, a cause of regret, 
that more attention has not been paid to this investig‘a- 
tion by the different institutions established for the sup- 
port or employment of the poor. Had a register been 
kept by each institution from its commencement, in 
which Were noted the principal circumstances attending 
the history of every applicant at the time of his admis- 
sion upon the funds, it is easy to conceive, that in the 
course of 2 few years; an immense amount of informa- 
tion might haye been collected, frem which correct 
theories could be established, as to the cause and reme- 
dies ofan evil; which has rather increased than diminish. 
ed under all the benevolent exertions which have been 
made for its extermination. Therefore, though late, we 
would call the attention of benevolent institutions to 
this subject, and recommend to them immediately to 
commence the work of registering all their present and 
future poor, obtaining from each, every information 
which may throw any light upon the subject. Some 
little trouble would attend this operation at first; but if, 
after the present number on the list is taken, each 
future applicant were examined, and the circum- 
stances recorded at the time of his application, the labour 
would be light, and the advantages of it important. 

In 1821, the attention of the legislature was directed to 
the subject, and commissioners were appointed to col- 
lect information; and in 1825 the interesting report of a 
committee of the house, whigh we now publish, was pre- 
sented. As it imbodies much information; we presume 
it will be read with considerable interest at the present 
time. 

The late radical change in the poor system forms an 
important ere in the history of this state; and is, we con- 
ceive, a favourable period for presenting to view what 
has already been accomplished—so that after the new 
system miay have been in operation a sufficient length of 
time to test its effects, a comparison may be made of the 
operations and advantages of both. As whistory of the 


different charitable institutions of our city and state 
Vou. IL 9 



































REPORT: 

That they have considered the subject with that se- 
riousness and deliberation which its importance demands, 
and have to lament that the information within their im- 
meditae reach; has not been so full and minute as to 
justify them in the belief that it is possible, at this time, 
to make a thorough and complete reform inthe system. 
At the same time, they think that something may be safe- 
ly done at once, and that the necessary future inquiries 
may he put in such a train, as to insure, at no distant 
day, the consummation of those wishes which all enlight- 
ened men must entertain on the subject. | 

The system of poor laws which prevails in this com- 
monwealth, was borrowed, ia its leading features and 
principles, from that which was adopted in England, iff 
the reign of Elizabeth. It provides for raising, by a 
compulsory tax, a fund for the support of the indigent, 
who are disabled from labour, by age, sickness, or in- 
firmity, and for providing labour and sustenance, for 
such of the poor as are able to work. It has been said 
in England, (and the argument appears to be welf 
founded, ) that it was not originally intended to provide 
for the latter class, more than an occasional relief; but it 
must be admitted that the uniform practical construction 
of the law, both in England and in this State, has been, 
to place the relief granted to the able bodied poor, on 
the same permanent footing with that whichis extended 
to the old, the sick, infirm, and disabled. The system 
thus understood, was introduced into this State, by an 
act of Assembly, passed in the year 1771, and it is not 
to be doubted that the intentions of the framers of 
that act, were most humane and charitable. The mode 
then adopted was considered at the time as the best 
which could be devised, for the purposes of relieving 
the poor, and dimints!ing the mass of human misery. 
Under this system, we have gone on, for more than fifty 
years, and it is found that the burthens upon the commu- 
nity have been increased, that the number of paupers 
has been augmented, that the calls upon private cha- 
rity have acccumulated, and under these circumstances, 

t becomes necessary seriously to inquire, whether there 
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be not some fault in the system itself, or some imperfec-| _ In the third place it is asserted, that the most opera- eg 
tion in its details, which renders it injurious to the com- | tive stimulus to exertion, among the labouring classes, 1 v§ 
munity at large, without being beneficial to the particu- | is the fear of want. 


ut b That the ambition of a labonring 
lar class, for whose relief it was intended. | man is, by his exertions during the more vigorous period 
With regard to the question of radical defect in the | of his life, to lay up something for his own future sup- 


system itself, it is not the intention of your committee | port, and to provide a fund for the maintenance of his *f 
to enter at large into a speculative argument upon it, in family when death shall have taken him from them, or 


this report. It has, however, been the subject of keen | age or infirmity shall have rendered him incompetent to 
and voluminous discussion in England, for many years | contribute to their sustenance, by his own industry. 
past, and a very succinct summary of a few of the lead-| That this desire, so long as he is conscious that its fulfil- 
ing arguments which have been there used, may not | ment depends entirely upon himself, renders him indus- 
perhaps be unacceptable. | trious, frugal and provident. But that if it be proclaim- 
The opponents of the system have alleged, that while | = . aren a re he shall be supported whenever 
it must always be admitted that charity is the first of our | hi . ti . ‘fe. hi oy! relinquish a laborious employment— 
duties, and most grateful to our feelings as men, and | ft Dis wite, his family, shall be provided for, whenever 
consonant with our sentiments as Christians, yet it has he shall cease to provide for them, he » deprived by the 
been wisely ordained by Providence to be a duty of im- | eee thus given, of his sole or principal motive for 
perfect obligation, and left to be enforced by the opera- | ara 2 Neem falls into habits of eee —— 
tion of religious motives, and that sympathy for the dis- | “C45 ' Protigacy —profligacy is sure to end in disease, 
tressed which is natural to the human heart. That cha- | and he becomes . wretched being, useless to himself, 
rity, no more than gratitude, or any other duty of a simi- | oer his family and to society; and for the eo tied 
lar nature, is the proper object of human laws, or to be | °C 1 ~ aoe existence, au incumbrance—a the 
enforced by human sanctions. That, left unrestrained | YS it upon the public bounty. Or that at es he 
and uncompelled, while on the one hand the constitution | *¢™Ptations thus held out to him will operate gradu 
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of our nature-and the dictates of religion, render any 
general failure of charity extremely improbable, there 
is on the other hand such an uncertainty attending the | 
relief, which may be required in any particular case, that | 
no individual is tempted to rely upon others, while he | 
can find a support in his own industry or resources. That | 
an individual too, who is about to make a voluntary gift | 
at his own expense, will generally take reasonable care | 
that it is bestowed upon a proper object—upon the de- | 
serving and unfortunate; and that those who have con- 

tributed, by their own abandoned and dissolute habits, | 
to reduce themselves to penury, will then, and ought al- | 
ways, to find the access to relief hard and difficult. And 

that moreover, there is always a feeling of humiliation, 


of subsistence will generally not be resorted to, while 
any other remains open. 

Then, upon the effects of a system of relief by a 
compulsory public provision for the poor, it has been 


said, that there is, in the first place, no feeling of huma- | ken, however inefficiently, todo away the necessity for 


nity, of kindness, of tenderness, on the one side, and 
no sense of humiliation or gratitude, on the other, and 


that a great obstacle to the increase of pauperism is thus | 


removed; that the relief, which the law awards to the 
necessitous, is unblushingly demanded as a right, and is | 
ungraciously granted, because it cannot be refused; that 
the givers and receivers, the rich and the poor, are alike 
dissatisfied and exasperated; the former, by the sense, | 
that if they have already given much, more isstill to be | 


required from them; and the latter, by the conscious- | 
ness, that all they have received has not been enough, | 


and that they are still uncomfortable, needy and depend- 
ent, 


It is observed, in the next place, that the relief can- 
not be, and in point of fact, never is in practice, restrict- 
ed to deserving objects. That it is plainly impossible 
for a few officers, to whom the administration of the 
funds is entrusted, to investigate with any minuteness, 


| to relax his frugal and industrious habits; that he will 
| learn to indulge in unnecessary expenses; that he will 

imperceptibly become improvident and careless.of the 
future, and at last end his daysin the poor house. That 
the natural tendency of the system (supposing those 
who are affected by it, to be actuated by the ordinary 
motives which operate on human nature, will always be 
to swell the number of paupers to an unlimited degree, 
and to destroy or diminish tie virtue and industry of the 
labouring classes. And that moreover, as the tempta- 
tion held out will be indefinite and universal, while the 
fund itself mus‘ always be limited within some bounds, 
the public provision will never be found adequate to the 


| relief of the paupers, which it has contributed to create; 
attendant upon alms taking, which is unpleasant and | 


degrading, and which affords a pledge, that this mode | 


that the needy surplus must fall at Jast upon the private 
charity of the citizens, and that in proportion as the 
number i8 increased of those who depend upon public 


| bounty, willalso be augmented the number of those, 


whose sole resource must be in the individual sympa- 


_ thies of their fellow men,—sympathies already weaken- 


ed, by the circumstance that the public have underta- 


their exertion. 

Fourthly, it is alleged, that the system tends also to 
impair the social affections of the poor. That the sense 
of dependence in the members, upon the head of a fa- 
mily,—the consciousness, on his part, that to-him, and 
him alone, must those who are most dear to Kim, look 
for protection and support—that these feelings on the 
one side and the other, form strong and indissoluble links: 


| —links, at least, which would be indissoluble, if the 


poor laws did not destroy them all, by removing all 
sense of necessary dependence on the one hand, and of 
indispensable protection on the other. 

And lastly, it is insisted that the poor laws encourage 
improvident marriages, among those who are entirely 
unable by their own exertions to support a family, and: 
thus tend to breed generation after generation, of here-: 
ditary paupers, who, through their whole lives, never 
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know any other mode of subsistence than that which is ot 
the former habits and conduct of the individual appli- | afforded to them by the public bounty. <a 
cants, and that they are palpably without all motive for! Upon the whole, it has been concluded that the sys- en 
attempting to do so, since they have themselves no inter- 


tem of acompulsory public provision for the poor, will 





est in practising even ordinary economy, in the distribu- 
tion of supplies which are raised from the resources of 
others. Thatit is therefore to be expected, that the 
system in question will always raise a competition, on 
the part of the. improvident, the dissolute, and the un- 
worthy, against the claims of those who have been re- 
duced to want by unavoidable misfortune or calamity; 
and that the relief which. ought to be granted to the lat- 
ter alone, will often be yielded to the more clamorous 
and importunate demands of the former. 


_ always increase and aggravate the evil which it is intend- 
ed to remove; create an acerbity of feeling between the 
different classes of society; demoralize, to a greater or 
| less extent, the labouring classes; promote idleness and 
| licentiousness among the poor; destroy their frugal and 
| industrious habits ; impair their social affections, and 
throw upon the diligent and provident, the burden of 
maintaining the idle and profligate. That the necessity 
for private Charity will be increased, while the sentiment 
of charity itself will be weakened—that the number of 
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paupers will swell rapidly; the pressure upon the com- | 
munity proportionably accumulate, the abuses grow 
more and more inveterate, and finally, all other burthens 
become as nothing, when compared with this one para- 
mount oppression. 

Your committee do not intend to enter further into 
the argument upon this subject. If the system were to 
be introduced now for the first time, it would be neces- 
sary to resort to speculation, in the absence of facts; but 
since it has prevailed in England for more than two cen- 
turies, in this commonwealth for above fifty years, and 
in some of the other States in the Union, for a still long- 
er period, your committee will take experience alone as 
their guide, and direct their enquiries towards ascertain- 
ing, not what might have been expected, but what has 
actually taken place. 

To avoid confusion, your committee will point the 
most striking facts which they have collected, as far as 
may be, to the following heads: 

1. Whether under a system of poor laws, such as 
ours, the number of paupers and the amount of the 
public expense have uniformly been augmented? 

2. Whether the necessity for private charity, has been 
done away by the operation of the public provision for 
the poor? 

3. Of those who are relieved by the public bounty, 
whether the greater portion be not composed of such 
as have been reduced to penury by their own vice or 
improvidence? 

4, Whether any expedient has been found, by any 
modification of the system, to prevent the evils which it 
produces? 

1. Under a system of poor laws, such as ours, have the 
number 0 genes and the amount of the public expense | 
uniformly been augmented? 

Your committee will take, in the first place, the case | 

| 
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of England, into which this system was first introduced, 
and where it has prevailed for a longer time than in any 
of our own states. An enlightened writer, of the last | 
century, bears the following emphatic testimony. (1) | 
“Under the operation of the poor laws, it isa sad truth, | 
that the disease of poverty, instead of being eradicated, | 
has become more and more inveterate. England in par- | 
ticular overflows with beggars, though in no other coun- | 
try are the indigent so amply provided for.” 





The following statement of the sums raised in different 
years, in England, for the support of the poor, will | 
show a progressive and rapid increase: 


Year. Sums raised. 
I secs 0) del ei pe sn > 
GCS ey) | yak eps Sake 700,000 | 

1760 - - ee Sane pnts 965,000 | 

BED 9. Hater, cid 1,306,000 

ESE ateaben 1,774,000 

1790* - - “ > . - 2,567,000 

BM ie as ie kee + SIO 

Re cet ie a. 5,407,000 

1812 . . ‘ ; 6,680,000 

1813 - - ‘ . 7,004,765 

1814 r ° 6,630,297 
Cfo ek sie cx 7,525,057 


* Including minor rates for highways, &c. 
{ Exclusive of minor rates. 
it is said by Lowe, that there has been a gradual re- 
duction of the charge since 1819, and that it may now 
be takpa at less than 6,000,000/. y 
The following statement, taken from “‘Lowe’s Present 
State of England,” (p. 193,) will show the increase, in 
two English counties. 
(1) Sketches of Man. b. 2, sk. X. 
(2) Mr. Curwen, (House of Commons, ) May 28, 1816. 
(3) Lowe’s Present State of England, p. 181, &c. 
(4) Statement presented to the House of Commons, 
by Mr. Addington, Feb. 26, 1816, adding 1-14th for pa- 
rishes not returned. Lowe states it at 5,745,833]. 
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anisieppats iniiaiesieatiiteell elias 
1776. 1783-4-5. 1803. 1815. 
Herefordshire, 10,592/. 16,728 48,067 59,256 
Bedfordshire, 16,663 20,977 38,070 50,371 


The following table extracted in part from the same 
work, exhibits the whole population of England and 
Wales, and the number of paupers relieved at differ- 
ent periods. 


, Population of England Number of pau- 
Year. yore Wobe, about pers ea ; 
1688 5,300, 000 563,964 
1766 7,728,000 695,177 
7s 8,016,000 818,851 
1785 § 7 . 
1792 8,675,000 955,326 
1803 9,168,000 1,040,716 
(1) 1813 10,747,280 2,601,456 
1815 estimated at 3,050,000 


(2) Tuble of the amount of expenditures on the poor in 
| ao 

England in each tenth year, since the middle of the last 
century, together with the price of wheat. 


Years. Expenditure. Wheat per bush. 
£ 8. 
1750 713,000 4 2 
1760 965,000 410 
1770 1,306,000 6 5 
1780 1,774,000 5 11 
1790 2,567,000 6 4 
1800 3,861,000 10 2 
1810 5,407,000 12 4 
The following are given in successive years. 
hati Wheat per 
ee bushel. 
Year ending £ 8. a. 
25th March, 1813 6,656,105 16 8 
1814 6,294,584 12 3 
1815 5,418,846 8 10 
1816 5,724,507 7.9 
1817 6,918,247 10 iL 
1818 7,890,148 11 3 
1819 7,531,651 10 4 
1820 7,329,594 8 8 
1821 6,947,666 © 7 10 


It was stated by Mr. Walter Burrell, a member of the 
House of Commons, (Debates House of Commons Feb. 
9, 1819,) that, in his own parish, that of West Grinstead, 
which consisted of 5000 acres, the rental of which was 
40001. the poor-rates of the year 1818-19, amounted to 
45002 And on the 7th of March, 1817, Mr. Calcraft, 
also a member of the House of Commons, presented to 
that body, petitions signed by individuals for whose re- 
spectability and credibility he vouched, which stated, 
that in the parish of Langton Matravers, in Dorsetshire, 
containing 575 inhabitants, 419 were receiving parochial 
relief; and that the poor-rate amounted to at least 18 
shillings or 19 shillings in the pound. And that, in the 
parish of Swanage, also in Dorsetshire, containing 1500 
inhabitants, there was not 1 in 7 able to support himself; 
that the poor-rates amounted to 21 shillings in the pound, 
and every occupant of land, but one, had given notice 
to abandon. 

An extract from the report of a select committee of 
the House of Commons, appointed to consider of the 
poor laws, will explain the conclusion to which they 
were led, after a laborious investigation of the whole 
subject, as to the fact of the progressive increase of the 
burthen, in that country. 

“Independent of the pressure of any temporary or 
accidental circumstances, and making every allowance 
for an increased population, the rise in the price of pro- 





(1) Documents accompanying the report of the Se- 
cretary of the State of New York, to the Assembly, 
February 12, 1824, p. 126. 

(2) From the reports of the committees of House of 
Commons on the poor laws, 1817 and 1821.—Lowe, 
App. 58. 
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visions, and other necessaries of life, and a misapplica- 
tion of part of the funds, it is apparent, that both the 
number of paupers, and the amount of money levied by 
assessment, are progressively increasing, while the situ- 
ation of the poor appears not to have been in a corres- 
ponding degree improved, and the committee is of opi- 
nion, that whilst the existing poor laws, and the system 
under which they are administered, remain unchanged, 
there does not exist any power of arresting the progress 
of this increase, till it shall no louger be found possible 
to augment the sums raised by assessment.”’ (1) 

The English system of poor rates has never been ge- 
nerally introduced into Scotland. The mode adopted 
for the relief of the poor in that country, is a peculiar 
one. In.every parish is a fund raised by the voluntary 
contributions of the parishioners, at the kirk door, and 
devoted to charitable uses. The fund is administered 
by the “‘ kirk session,” a body composed of the minister 
and elders of the parish. When a year of extraordinary 
pressure occurs, and the fund proyes insufficient for its 
purposes, the heritors or landholders of the parish hold 
a meeting, at which they fix for themselves a rate of con- 
tribution, to make up the deficiency. (2) It is unneces- 
sary at this time to discuss the advantages of this ar- 
rangement, (which ‘‘ leaves the object of their charity 


and the measure, to the humanity and discretion” (a) of 


the givers, ) over the Englishmode. The actual effects 

of the two systems, are alone to be inquired about, at 

present; and the following statements exhibit their dif- 
ferent practical results, ina striking point of view. 

The expense of supporting the poor in certain Scotch 
parishes where there are no poor-rates, contrasted 
with certain English parishes, where there are poor- 
rates.—(From the Edinburg Review for Feb, 1818.) 

SCOTCH. 


Parish. County. Population. Total yearly em: 
£8. d. 


Frazerburgh, Aberdeen, 2,271 100 00 00 
New Deer do. 3,100 86 10 00 
Lonmay do. 1,627 25 00 00 
Dunoon Argyle 2,130 46 00 00 
Irna do. 1,157 6 00 00 
Redgerton Perth 2,216 99 00 00 
Bathgate Linlithgow, 2,919 124 00 00 
Reay Sutherland, 2,317 13 00 00 
Farr, do. 2,408 18 17 00 
Assint do. 2,479 5 00 00 
ENGLISII. 
Pop. Poor Rates. 

Barrow, upon ¢ Lcicester- 

rst ine $1,143 1,868 17 00 
Belgrave do. 645 803 7 44 
Countesthrope do. 623 901 07 00 
Lileby do. 1,200 1,764 00 00 
Hathira do. 1,160 1,015 00 00 
Blaby do. 794 1,391 05 06 


Your Committee have observed that the English legal 
assessments, have not been generally introduced into 
Scotland; they have however been adopted in certain 
parts of that country, and the following examples of the 
expenditures in certain Scottish parishes where they 
prevail, may be advantageously compared with the ex- 
penditures stated above, of Scottish parishes, which are 
yet free from such assessments. 


(3) Parish. County. Population. Total funds. 
St. Boswell’s Roxburgh, 508 63 04 00 
Galashiels Selkirk 986 225 10 00 
Innerleithen do. 672 95 00 00 
Selkirk do. 2,466 224 16 00 


_ But this matter will appear in a still more distinct 
light, from the ensuing table, which exhibits the in- 





(1) Rep. Com. H. of C. 1817 p. 10. 
(2) Sk. of Man. B. 2 Ed. Rey. No. 55 
(a) Lord Kaimes. 

(3) Ed. Rey. Feb. 1818 
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crease of expense in certain Scottish parishes, where the 
legal assessments have been introduced. 


(1) Par. County. Expense Averg. ann. expense 
in 1790. from 1812 to 1815. 
Wilton, Roxburgh, 192 18 00 288 17 11 
Hawick, 311 01 08 836 19 00 
Robertson, 6105 00 142 10 06 
East Kilbride, 34 06 08 213 02 03 (in 1810) 
Coldstream, 208 00 00 628 00 00 (in 1815) 
Linton, 20 00 00 = 90 00 00 (in 1815) 
Jedburgh, 141 08 05 350 06 04(Av. from 


1811 to 1815.) 
(2) Into the ‘Barony parish, one of the suburbs of 
Glasgow, with a population of 43,000, the English as- 
sessments were introduced in 1810—the expenses then 
amountedto - - - = £600 perannum,. 

In 1817, they had swelled to - 3,000 do. 

Exhibiting an increase of nearly six-fold, in 7 years; 
while in the Gorbals, another suburb of the same city, 
with a population of 20,000, where the English assess- 
ments have not been introduced, the regular annual ex- 
penditure is 350/; and the whole sum expended on the 
poor ina year of extraordinary pressure, was 8751. 

(3) Ina parish in Dumfrieshire, where the funds for 
the maintenance of the poor, amounted to between two 
and three thousand pounds per annum, of a population 
supposed to be nearly 800, the greater part, in the year 
1817, were in a state of pauperism, dependent on cha- 
rity for their support. While, in an adjoining parish, 
witha population of 2,500 souls, there were but twa 
paupers. The number of parochial poor in Scotland, in 
1817, wasabout one in sixty:—the whole number of poor 
in that country, was then calculated at from thirty to 
thirty-six thousand, and the total expenditure for their 
support, supposed not to exceed 180,000). Itis stated, 
however, (4) that the total poor rate collected in Scot- 
land, in 1817, a year of scarcity and distress, was 119,- 
0007; of which 49,000/. proceeded from assessments, 
and the rest were voluntary contributions. 


It isto be observed, that in no country in Europe, hag 
the example of England, on this subject, been followed. 
*On the continent of Europe, the public institutions 


nury; even Holland, so noted for its hospitals and chari- 
ties, has not a poor-rate on the comprehensive plan of 
England.” (5) : 

In France, before the revolution, the funds appropria- 
ted for the poor, yielded the same sum annually; “that 
sum was always pre-occupied; and France, with respect 
to all but those on the list, approached the state of a 
nation that had no fund provided by law for the poor.” 
(6) Besides this, there were no doubt certain sums giv- 
en in charity, by the religious establishments of that 
country; and in 1791, when the revolution had swept 
away those institutions, ‘*there took place in the Assem- 
blee Legislative, a long discussion on the fittest mode of 
providing for the poor; the result was a decided deter- 
mination to avoid the English plan, but to provide at the 
public charge, a fund of about 2,000,000/. a year, for 
the relief of the aged: and infirm throughout the whole 
of France.” (7) In addition to the permanent aid afford- 
ed by the government, collections are made “by sub- 
scription, in the depth of winter, or on the occurrence 
of extraordinary distress; and finally, in a season of gen- 
eral hardship, occasional issues are made from the public 
treasury.” (8) 


(1) Ed. Rev. Feb. 1818. 

(2) Id. Ibid. 
(3) Ed. Rev. Feb. 1818. 
(4) H. of Comm. Deb. May 28, 1816. 
(5). Doc. acc. rep. of Sec. of St. N. Y. p. 125—Lowe 
187. 
(6) Lowe, 180. 
(7) Sk. of Man. B, 2, sk. X. 
(83 Lowe, 189 





afford protection only against infirmity and extreme pe- 
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The facts with regard to Scotland, have been already 
stated. In Ireland, it is well known, that there is no 
public provision for the poor whatever. Yet it is said 
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on this account, by the state government, in the several 
years specified. H 


(1) Expenditure for relief 


that the poor in that country, are better taken care of, | Years. of ra not having 
and the lower orders generally more happy, and more n- | any legal settlement. 
dependent than in England. (1) ‘*The indigent them- 1801 $28,100 08 
selves view it as a duty, not to refuse their mite. This 1811 52,129 92 
affords a proof that when there is no other provision 1812 51,260 00 
than that of charity, all are disposed to exercise it.” (2) | 1813 55,002 37 
Table showing the number of paupers, in every hun- | 1814 60,357 75 
dred souls of the whole population of Scctland, where | 1815 57,415 37 
the English system of poor rates does not generally ob- | 1816 62,971 92 
tain, and of England; together with the amount of the | 1817 65,796 16 
public expense, for the relief of the poor in cach coun- | 1818 66,556 93 
ty. 1819 72,156 89 
Per centage of Expenditure in | 1820 72,662 54 
;, . 
Scotland, @) 3 (4) 11 9,000 | Population of Mass. No. of Paupers. Expenditure, 
England, (3) 25 (4) 6,918,247 in 1820. (estimated _) ( estimated_) 
oe 523,287 7,000 $350,000 


With regard to the effects of the system in our sister 
States, your committee will proceed to state the facts in 
their possession. 


The following table exhibits the public pauper ex- | Paupers at somewhat exceeding 7,000. 


pense of the State of New York, for the years speci- 
fied. 


Year. Expense. (5) 
1815 $245,000 
1819 368,645 
1822 470,000 


(6) If to this latter sum be added the interest at 6 per 
cent. of monies expended on poor houses and farms, 
the result will be a total expense, in the year 1822, of 
$535,000. From this it appears, that the expense was, 
at least, nearly doubled, in the space of seven years. 

The number of paupers, in the same State, during 
the year 1822, is thus stated: 

Permanent paupers, - - . 6,896 
Occasional paupers, - - - 15;235: | 


| 





Total number of paupers, 22,132} 

Extract from a report made by a committee to the | 
House of Assembly of New York, in 1820. 

“‘Yhe committee find that the increase of paupcrism, | 
in this State, and the consequence expense to the com- | 
munity, is truly alarming.” They go on afterwards to 
state, “that this enormous increase of expense is by no 
means in proportion to the increase of population; nor 
canit be attributed to the increase of the expense of 
diving, but that in their opinion idleness and dissipation 
are one great cause of the evil.” 

The ensuing statement shows the whole public ex- 
pense of the poor in the State of New Hampshire, in the 
years specified; the population of the State in those 
years, and estimated number of paupers in every 100 
souls of the whole population. (7) 

Years. Expnd’re. Population. Per centage of paupers. 
1800' $17,000 183,858 3-10 of 1 per cent. 
1820: 80,000 244,161 1 per cent. 

Showing that the actual expense was very nearly 
quintupled; in twenty years, and that the proportion 
which the number of paupers bore to the whole popu- 
lation, had, in the same time, increased in the ratio of 
more than 3 to 1. 

Inthe State of Massachusetts, a similar increase has 
taken place, though not in so great a degree. (8) Un- 
der their poor laws, the State supports the expense of 
such paupers as have no legal settlement. 

The following table shows the amount of expenditure 





(1). Deb. H. of €. Feb. 24, 1817—Doc. N. Y. 128. 
(2) Mr. Curwen, Deb. H. of C. May 28, 1816. 
(3) Doc. N. Y¥. 125. 


(4) Vid. supra. 

(5) Doc. N. Y. p. 108. 
(6) Doc. N. Y. 80. 
(7) Doc. N. Y. 92. 
(8) Id. 94. 


The whole annual expense of paupers, in 1820, was 


estimated at 350,000 dollars, and the whole number of 


It was the de- 
cided opinion of a committee, who reported to the ge- 
neral court in 1821, (having been appointed at the pre- 
vious session, to consider the pauper laws of the com- 
monwealth,) “that the pernicious consequences of the 
system were palpable; that they were increasing, and 
that they imperiously called for the interference of the 
legislature, in some manner equally prompt and effica- 
cious.” (2) 

If we turn to our own State, the proofs of a similar 
augmentation of the burthen will be found as cogent 
and alarming. The picture drawn of Pennsylvania by 
an able writer of the last century, compared with our 
present situation, affords a strong illustration of the ef- 
fects of the system which we have adopted. It is in 
these words: ‘*There is not a single beggar to be seen 


in Pennsylvania. Luxury and idleness have got no foot- 


ing in that happy country; and those who suffer by mis- 
fortune have their maintenance out of the public treasu- 
ry.”’ (3) But he goes on: ‘‘Luxury and idleness cannot 
forever be excluded; and when they take place, this 
regulation will be as pernicious in Pennsylvania as the 
poor rates are in Britain.” (4) Your committee believe, 
from a consideration of even the comparatively few facts 
which they have collected, that there is too much: rea- 
son to suppose that the prophecy has been completely 
verified. 


The ensuing table shows the number of paupers reliey- 
ed in the county of Chester, in the respective years 
mentioned. 


Year. No. of paupers. (5 
WE ko oor avon odes aoe aaa eta @) 
sv seb ochdst ih he idesc ae 219 

BO doco csbbdkd ds tticeeav eens 319 

Bei cud} ino ttkce® widheubehin 292 

TEE vin ntivn da peitachn cated 306 
PE, I socks cidade ae 300 


A similar increase will be found in the number of pau- 
pers maintained in the Alms House, in the county of 
Bucks, during a series of years. 


Years. No: of Paupers, 
Bucks County. (6) 
WBRZ «0:0 cn cesincnreres odeee pieevieie. 130 
TBIB «0.0 ces vevccesces? * ceceseaes 163 
RBG. w os ins tein ove wens eee geveeens 183 
MEME 20 c6ns an rsccude sae Senvdae 210 
; BRE do pe cob veeacnneices conslsbebiel 206 


(1) Rep. Comm. Mass. 1821. App. €. 

(2) Rep. Comm. Mass. 1821. p. 3. 

(3) Sk. of Man. pub. in 1774. B. 2, sk. X 
(4) 1d. ibid. 

(5) Journals H. R. 1823-6. p. 

(6) Id. p. Doc. N. ¥.p. 111. 
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The county of Lancaster exhibits the same spectacle 
of a gradual increase. 
TABLE, 

Showing the number of poor maintained in the house of 
employment and hospital, for the county of Lancas- 
ter, and the whole expenses of the poor in the coun- 
ty, during the respective years specified, (ending on 
the Ist of May, in each year. ) 


Years. No. of poor. Expenses. (1) 
1816 117 $16,497 53 
1817 129 16,982 79 
1821 212* 15,351 50 
1824 208 1-3 13,568 39+ 


It is stated by the directors of the poor, that in the 5 
years, from 1816, to 1821, the increase of pauperism in 
that county had been in the ratio of 24 tol. (2) 

Your committee come now to the facts, relating to the 
populous district of Philadelphia. 

A Table of the paupers relieved and supported, in and 
out of the Alms House, during the years specified, in 
the city of Philadelphia and the annexed townships 
and districts; and of the amount of the poor tax, dur- 
— same years. 


ears. Paupers. Poor Tax. (3) 
1789 820 $22933 
1790 833 213383 
1791 680 21333 
1797 834 40000 
1800 1390 50000 
1801 1220 75000 
1802 1050 60000 


(4) Table of the number of paupers relieved and sup- 
ported during the years specified, in Philadelphia and 
the annexed districts, in and out of the alms house. 


Years. Paupers. Years. Paupers. 
1789 820 1808 2156 
1790 833 1809 2640 
1791 680 1810 2500 
1797 834 1811 2500 
1800 1390 1812 1674 
1801 1220 1813 1500 
1802 1050 1814 1470 
1803 1088 1815 1458 
1804 1210 1816 1556 
1805 1306 1817 1550 
1806 1526 1818 1868 
1807 1854 1822 (5) 3090 


Statement of the amount of poor rates, levied in the city and 
ijoining districts since the year 1803. 
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And the whole sum levied in this way, in the twenty- 
one years, from 1803 to 1824, amounts to 2,361,941 
dollars, 49 cents. 


Table showing the poor tax in the city, and all the 


county taxes assessed on the city, (except the dog 
tax, ) in the years specified. 





Years. Poor tax. All other taxes. (6) 
1810 $64916 41 $41464 86 
1811 75445 36 47007 50 
1812 75024 29 46735 68 
1813 65755 37 46900 05 
1814 76336 88 49333 84 
1815 78795 50 60708 11 
1816 78747 09 60236 74 
1817 106807 16 110451 82 
1818 95877 07 79761 95 
1819 95401 25 79480 68 
1820 99457 90 94239 32 
Totals........ $912564 29 $716320 55 


Your committee observe, moreover, that the poor faz 
does not always show the actual public expense of the 
poor during each year. A large revenue is derived from 
other sources, as will appear from the following state- 
ment of the account for the year ending May 26, 1824. 





Expenses of the alms house, $53262 06 

Do. of out door poor, &c. 88976 24 
Accommodation notes paid, 54000 00 
Interest on borrowed money, 1156 18 

————_ 55156 10 

197394 48 


The tax laid for that year amounted to 114,468 dollars 
10 cents, and the whole amount received from taxes of 
that and former years, during that year, was 108,410 dol- 
lars 51 cents. 

The other sources of receipt may be stated as follows, 
Viz. 


Amount received from late treasurer, $1064 02 
Do. returned by sundry guardians 5245 DO 
Fines, 1227 68 
From bastardy cases, bonded, 4034 57 
Do. support of married women, 1084 62 
Ground rents, 915 24 
Commutations in bastardy cases, 883 07 
Sundry incidental receipts, 135 25 


Board af medical students, in steward’s family, 1231 33 
Tickets and certificates sold to medical stu- 











dents, 1900 00 
Pay patients, coffins, &c. 3310 88 
Manufactured goods sold, 910 29 
Money borrowed, 68000 00 

89,942 45 

Add amount received from taxes as 

above, 108410 51 
Whole amount of receipts, $198,352 96 


The ensuing table: exhibits the number of paupers 
maintained in the alms house, the amount of poor tar 
assessed, and the average price of wheat flour per 
barrel, during the years specified. 





Years. City. Ag. districts. Total. 
1803 | $53494 02 | $21768 61 | $75262 63 
1804 49364 53 20774 14 | 70138 67 
1805 63644 90 28111 98 | 91756 88 
1806 69168 13 30531 72 | 99699 85 
1807 62181 40 27693 09 89874 49 
1808 64496 55 26910 36 91406 91 
1809 60563 84 25311 91 85875 75 
1810 64916 41 27317 54 92233 95 
1811 75445 56 27942 28 103387 64 
1812 75024 29 27648 62 102672 91 
1813 65755 37 23875 94 89631 51 
1814 76336 88 30112 79 106449 67 
1815 78795 50 31151 51 109947 01 
1816 78747 09 31353 98 110101 07 
1817 | 106807 16 43394 38 | 150201 54 
1818 95877 07 38904 19 134781 26 
1819 96401 26 39087 54 134488 80 
1820 99457 90 41335 99 140793 89 
1821 90499 64 | 38237 69 128737 43 
1822 74204 13 31736 51 105940 64 
1823 78933 33 35534 77 114468 10 
1824 92464 75 41626 44 134091 19 
The first eight a in the series, give 

an average 0 py che? Se - $87031 14 
The last eight years, of — - 130437 84 





Years No. of pau- Average price 
ending persinalms Poor tax. of wheat flour 
23d May. house. per barrel. 
1812 837 $103387 64 $8 49 0 
1815 769 102672 91 933 1 
1814 736 89631 31 7 535 
1815 735 106449 67 7 53 8 
1816 778 109947 O01 8 63 2 
1817 868 110101 07 11 29 4 
1818 934 150201 54 9 80 6 
1819 952 134781 26 8 48 5 
1820 1095 134488 80 5 52 0 
1821 1109 140793 89 4103 
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Table showing the population of the whole city and 
county, (7) the number of paupers in the alms house, 
in the city of Philadelphia, and the amount of the 
poor tax in the city and annexed districts, in the years 


Justice Cook. But it is revived again, and is in force, 
and without any regard to the matter of the book pro- 


vides that the printer should put his name to the books 
he prints, which thou hast not done.” 


specified. The prisoners continued to press fer a trial. 


Vier Paupers in Populationof Poor tee ‘ue ane od ; A trial thou shalt have, and that to 
° . Do” 0 9 Ht) . 
— ee ree awe = Justice Jennings. A trial thou shalt have, but for some 
1790 416 545% $21333 | peason known to us, the court defers it to the next ses- 
rh i seen ae sions, and that is the answer we give, and no other you 
2 2233 | shall have.” 
1820 1095 136497 140793 | Pe tet 


me The trial was, accordingly, put over to the next term. 
In the opinion of your committee, it is unnecessary to | The only offence which appeared against Macomb, was 


comment upon these facts, or to enter upon a more ela-| his joining with Keith and his party, and disposing of 
borate detail of them. After a mature consideration of | two copies of Keith’s printed address to his Quaker 
the whole subject, your committec are irresistibly led to | brethren; for this he was not only imprisoned, but also 
the conclusion, that in every country in which our sys-| deprived, by lieutenant governor Lloyd, of a license to 
tem of poor laws has prevailed, the number of paupers, | keep an ordinary, or, house of public entertainment, for 





and the amount of assessments for their relief, have pro- | which he had, a few months before his confinement, paid 


gressively increased, and in a ratio not to be sbomeiied | 


for by the increase of population, or a rise of provisions, 
and other necessaries of life. 





* Exclusive of 68 paupers, not legally settled gn the 
county, who were admitted and entertained sundry pe- 


' riods of time. 
¢ Not including sundries raised on the farm and ma- | 


nufactured in the house, which, in 1821, amounted to 


2,482 dollars 63 cents, and, taken at that sum, would | 
make the whole expenses amount to 16,051 dollars 2 | 


cents. 
(1) Taken from the annual reports of the directors. 
(2) Answer of directors of poor of Lancaster county, to 
commissioners on pauperism. July, 9, 1821. 
(3) Doc. N. Y. p. 111. 
(4) Doc. N. Y, p. 111. 
(5) Including 161 illegitimate children, Journal H. 
R. 1823-24, p. 40. 
(6) Answer of county commissioners, to commission- 
ers on pauperism, 1821-2. 
(8) The cure of the “ guardians and managers,” in- 
cludes only the city, the [old] township of the Northern 
Liberties, and the district of Southwark. The other | 


parts of the county are under the direction of distinct 
officers. 


[ro BE CONTINUED. | 





SINGULAR TRIAL. 


At the Court before which William Bradford and oth- 
ers were arraigned, the following conversation took plaee 
between the Judges and the prisoners. 


‘Justice Cook. What bold, impudent and confident 
men are these to stand thus confidently before the court? 


Macomb. You may cause our hats to be taken off if 
you please, 


Bradford: We are here only to desire that which is 


the right of every free born English subject, which is 


speedy justice, and itis strange that, that should be ac- 
counted impudence, and we impudent fellows therefore, 
when we have spoke nothing but words of truth and 
soberness, in requesting that which is our right, and 
which we want; it being greatly to our prejudice to be 
detained prisoners. 

Justice Cook. If thou hadst been in England, thou 
would have had thy back lashed before now. 

Bradford. 1 do not know wherein Ihave broke any | 
law so as to incur any such punishment. 

Justice Jennings. ‘Thou art very ignorant in the law. 
Does not thee know that there’s a law that every prin- 
ter shall put his name to the books he prints, 
is forfeited? 


Bradford. 1 know that there was such a law 
know when it expired. 


or his press 





the lieutenant governor twelve pieces of eight, or three 
pounds, twelve shillings of the then currency. 

At the next sessions of the court on the 6th of the 
following December, Bradford was placed at the bar. 
“The presentment was read;” the substance of which 
was, that the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th articles of the 
pamphlet called ‘An Appeal,’ had a tendency to weak- 
en the hands of the magistrates, and William Bradford 
was presented as the printer of that seditious paper. 
‘the following proceedings of the court are extracted 
from the pamphlet aboye mentioned. 

“Clerk. What say you William Bradford, are you 
guilty as you stand presented, or not guilty? 

Bradford. n the first place, I desire to know whe- 
ther I am clear of the mittimus, which differs from the 
presentment? 

The clerk and the attorney for the government read 
and perused the mittimus and presentment, and finding 
them to differ, said, that when William Bradford was 
cleared according to law, he was cleared of the mitti- 
mus. Bradford insisted on knowing, whether, on the 
issue of the presentment, he was clear of the mittimus. 
After a long debate on the subject, Bradford was told 
that he was clear of the mittimus, on the issue of the 
presentment. 

Bradford. What law is the presentment founded on? 

Attorney for the government. It is grounded both on 
statute and common law. 

Bradford. Pray let me see that statute and common 
law, else how shall I make my plea? Justice Cook 
told us last court, that one reason why ye deferred our 
trial then, was, that we might have time to prepare our- 
selves to answer it; but ye never let me have a copy of 
my presentment, nor will ye now let me know what 
law ye prosecute me upon. 

Attorney. It’s not usual to insert in indictments against 
what statute the offence is, when it’s against several sta- 
tutes and laws made. 

Justice White. If thou wilt not plead guilty, or not 
guilty, thou wilt lose thy opportunity of being tried by 
thy country. 

The court then ordered the clerk to write down that 
William Bradford refused to plead, which he did; but 
as he was writing it down, Bradford desired they would 
not take advantage against him, for he refused not to 
plead, but only requested that which was greatly neces. 
sary,in order to his making his own defence. Several in 
the court requesting on the prisoner’s behalf, that the 
court would not take advantage against him, they ad- 
mitted him to plead, and he pleaded, not guilty. 

The jury were then called over, and attested; but 
before they were attested, Bradford was asked, if he 
had any exceptions to make against any of them that 
were returned for the jury. 

Bradford. Yes, 1 have, and particularly against two 
of them, Joseph Kirle and James Fox, for at the time 


» and I| when I was committed to prison, Arthur Cook [one of 
tthe judges} told me, that Joseph Kirle had said, that if 


























the proceedings of the magistrates were thus found 

fault with, that they must not defend themselves against 
thieves and robbers, merchants would be discouraged 
of coming here with their vessels, &c. and I except 
against James Fox, because the first day after Babbit 
and his company were taken, I being at Sam Carpen- 
ter’s, there was governor Lloyd, James Fox, and several 
others,and in discourse conceraing the taking of the 
said privateers, James Fox greatly blamed William 
Walker, because he found fault with some justices that 
were Quakers, for commanding men, and as it were 
pressing them to go against the said privateers; and al- 
so James Fox joined with Thomas Lloyd in saying, he 
would mark them as enemies to the government and 
well being of the province, who were neutral in the case 
of going against Babbit and his crew; by which instan- 
ces I think it appears that these two persons have pre- 
judged the cause that is now to come before them. 

Joseph Kirle acknowledged that he had spoken such 
words, and desired to be discharged; but the court 
would not allow of the exceptions. 

Clerk. ‘These are no exceptions in law. 

Attorney. Hast thou at any time heard them say that 
> aeeet that paper? for that is only what they are 
to find. 

Bradford. That is not only what they are to find, 
they are to find also, whether this be a seditious paper 
or not, and whether it does tend to the weakening of 
the hands of the magistrates. 

/ittorney. No, that is matter of law, which the jury 
is not to meddle with, but find whether William Brad- 
ford printed it or not, and the bench is to judge whether 
it be a seditious paper or not, for the law has determin- 
ed what is a breach of the peace, and the penalty, which 
the bench only is to give judgment on. 

Justice Jennings. Youare only to try, whether Wil- 
liam Bradford printed it or not. 

Bradford. This is wrong, for the jury are judges in 
law as well as the matter of fact. “ 

The attorney again denied it; whereupon some of the 
jury desired to know what they were to try, for they did 
believe in their consciences, they were obliged to try 
and find whether that paper was seditious, as well as 
whether Bradford printed it; and some of them desired 
to be discharged. 

A great noise and confusion among the people. 

Some on the bench showing their willingness to allow 
of Bradford’s exceptions to the two jurors, justice Cook 
said, ‘I will not allow of it; is there four of us of a mind” 
Then the attorney read the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th ar- 
ticles of the said printed appeal, &c. and commented 
thereupon, and then said, William Bradford is presented 

- for printing and publishing this seditious paper, whereof 
you of the jury are to find him guilty, if it appears to 
you that he has printed it. 

Bradford. \ desire you of the jury, and all men pre- 
sent, to take notice, that what is contained in this paper 
is not seditious, but wholly relating to a religious differ- 
ence, and asserting the Quakers ancient principles, and 
it isnot laid down positive that they ought not to have 
proceeded against the privateers, but laid down by the 
way of query for the people called Quakers to consider 
and resolve at their yearly meeting, whether it was not 
a transgression of the Quakers principles to hire and 
commissionatesmen to fight? 

Justice Cook. If it was intended for the yearly meet- 
img at Burlington, why wasit published before the meet- 
ing? 

Bradford. Because it might be perused and eonsi- 
dered of by friends before the meeting, even as the bills 
that are proposed to be passed into laws, they are pro- 
mulgated a certain number of days before the assembly 
meets, that each may have opportunity to consider them. 

Then the attorney read the act* against printing any 
books without the printer’s name to them; and he said, 


ee 
an 
J 


* An act of the British Parliament. 14 Car. 2 cap. 33. 
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ford upon. 

George Keith answered the attorney, ‘It may be ob- 
served the singular and extraordinary severity of those 
justices, called Quakers, who will pick out a statute made 
in Old England, and prosecute aman upon it here, 
which might ruin him and his family, though it’s not 
certain whether that act be in force; most of William 
Penn’s and the Quakers books were printed without 
the name of the printer, when that act was in force, and 
yet we never heard that any printer in England was pro- 
secuted for that; these here because they cannot fix the 
matter to be any breach of the peace they’ll prosecute 
the printer for not putting his name to what they sup- 
pose he printed.” 

ote. Thatall the time those persons were on trial, 
the grand jury sat by them, overawing and:threatening: 
them, when they spoke boldly in their own defence, 
and one of the jury wrote down such words as they dis- 
liked, signifying that they would present them. Jus- 
tice Cook bid them take notice of such and such words, 
thereby overawing the prisoners, that they had not liber- 
ty to plead freely, When ‘Thomas Harris, at the request 
of the prisoners, began to say something to the matter, 
they stopt him, and bid an officer take him away, and 
Arthur [justice] Cook said, that he should plead no 
more there. 

After a long pleading, D. Lloyd, their attorney, began 
to summons up the matter to the jury, and coneluded by 
saying, It was evident William Bradford printed the se- 
ditious paper, he being the printer in this place, and the 
frame* on which it was printed was found in his house. 

Bradford. \ desire the jury and all present to take 
notice, that there ought to be two evidences to prove 
the matter of fact, but not ome evidence has beer 
brought in this case. 

Justice Jennings. The frame on which it was’print- 
ed is evidence enough. 

Bradford. But where isthe frame? There has no 
frame been produced here; and if there had, it is no’ 
evidence, unless you saw me print on it. 

Justice Jennings. The jury shall have the ‘frame with 
them; it cannot well be brought here; and besides the 
season is cold, and we are not to sit here to endanger 
our health. You are minded to put tricks upon us. 

Bradford. You of the jury, and all here present, 
I desire you to take notice, that there has not one evi- 
dence been brought to prove that I printed the sheet, 
called An Appeal; and, whereas they say the frame is: 
evidence which the jury shall have; I say, the jury 
ought not to hear, or have any evidence whatsoever, but 
in the presence of the judges and prisoners. 

Yet this was nothing minded, but Sam [Justice] Jen- 
nings summoned up to the jury, what they were to do, 
viz. to find, first, whether or not, that paper ealled the 
Appeal had not a tendency to the weakening the hands: 
of the magistrates, and the encouragement of wicked- 
ness? Secondly, whether it did not tend to the disturb- 
ance of the peate? And, thirdly, whether Willianr 
Bradford did not print it, without putting his name to it 
as the law requires? The jury had a room provided for 
them, and the sheriff caused the frame to be carried im 
to them for an evidence that William Bradford printed’ 
the Appeal, The jury continued about forty-eight hours 
together, and could not agree; they them came into 
court to ask, Whether the law did require two evi- 
dences to find a man guilty? ‘Fo answer*this question,. 
the attorney read 2 passage out of a law book, that they 
were to find by evidences, or on their own knowledge,. 
or otherwise; now, says the attorney, this otherwise isthe 
frame which you have, which is evidence sufficient. 

Bradford. ‘The frame which they have is no evidence,, 
for-t have not seen it;. and, how do I, or the jury,-kKnow 
that,. that which was carried jnto them is mine? 





* Called by printers form, containing. the pages im 
types. 
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that was one act which they prosecuted William Brad - 
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Bradford was interrupted; the jury were sent forth 
again, and an officer commanded to keep them without 
meat, drink, fire, or tobacco. In the afternoon the jury 
came into court again, and told, they were not like to 
agree; whereupon the court discharged them. 

Bradford then said to the court, that seeing he had 
been detained so long a prisoner, and his utensils with 
which he should work had been so long kept from him, 
he hoped now to have his utensils returned, and to be 
discharged from his imprisonment. 

Justice Jennings. No! Thou shalt not have thy 
things again, nor be discharged; but I now let thee 
know, thou stands in the same capacity to answer next 
court as before. 

Next court being come, Bradford attended, and de- 
sired to know, if the court would let him have his uten- 
ails, and he be discharged? 

Justice Cook. Thou shalt not have thy goods until re- 
leased by law. 

Bradford. The law will not release them unless exe- 
cuted. 

Justice Cook. If thou wilt request atrial, thou may 
have it. 

Whereupon Bradford queried, whether it be accord- 
ing to law to seize men’s goods, and imprison their per- 
sons, and to detain them under the terror of a gaol, one 
six months after another, and not bring them to trial unless 
requested by the imprisoned? Whether, when a jury is 
sworn, well and truly to try, and true deliverance make 
between the proprietor and prisoner, it is not illegal, to 
absolve them from their oaths, dismiss them, and put the 
cause to trial to another jury’” 





state money taxes, and arrears of pufchase money in land- 
office, per articles 21st, 22d, and 38th, are appropriated 
and fully sufficient to redeem the state bills of April 
1781, and certificates issued for horses, &e. in 1780, per 
articles 11th and 36th. 

6th. The marriage and tavern licenses are allotted for 
the payment of the judges salaries, per article 23d. 

7th. The excise fot the payment of interest on the 
depreciation certificates, per articles 24th and 27th. 

8th. The continental, resolve, and commonwealth 
money are fully stated in articles 29th and SOth. 

9th. The accounts of depreciation and funded debt 
certificates are made out from the best documents I 
could procure, per articles 27th and 28th. The balance 
due on these certificates is /.417,227 9 0, including the es- 
timated amount of those unfunded, which are consolidat- 
ed agreeably to the act of the United States. The an- 
nual interest on these certificates amount, at six per cent. 
to 125,033 12 11. 

This state’s proportion of state debts assumed by the 
United States, per article 57th, on the system funded, 
will yield an annual interest of /.30,350, which is 1.5,316 
7 1 per annum more than the sum now paid by the 
state, which will operate in the year 1792, and will be 
fully equal to the present claims on the state for certifi- 
cates issued, and what yet may issue on accounts settled 
or unsettled; besides the product of the land-office, per 
article 38th, which operates as a sinking fund on those 
debts. 

10th. The new loan debt is taken from the Comptrol- 
ler-General’s former statement, per article 34th. By an 
act of April 1790, these certificates received in exchange 
for continental certificates were to be delivered month- 
ly to this office, and cancelled, of which none have yet 
been received. 

llth. Article 33d exhibits an account of the continen- 
tal and new loan certificates received in the land-office, 
per article 17th, and paid by the Receiver-General to the 
Comptroller-General, and his supposed amount on loan; 
the balance is what the Comptroller-General hath to ac- 
count for, besides what he may have received for other 
property and debts of this state, of which I could obtain 
no account. He has paid tothe state treasurer $302,643 
99 cents, and there is yet to be paid /.354,138 10 8, on 
which, as well as that already paid the Treasurer, inte- 
rest will be calculated to the 31st December 1787. 

12th. The account of indents, per article 31st, states 
the amount of indents that the Comptroller has or will 
receive, on the exchange of certificates, taken from the 
payments of interest made at the treasury on the new 
loan debt, and the balance to be paid, as he will receive 
an equal amount in indents as interests paid on said cer- 


ou. tificates. The interest on the continental and new, loan 
Ist. The balance due on the Loan office of £50,000 | certificates, per article 32d, is carefully calculated from 
























STATEMENT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS, 


Of the Commonwealth o sein. aggre from the \st of 
October 1789, to 30th September 1790. Taken from 
the books in the Register Generals Office. 


Agreeal ly to the duties of this department I have the 
honour to lay before the honourable committee of ways 
and means, a state of the annual accounts of this com- 
monwealth, from the 1st of October 1789, to the 30th of 
September 1790. It is with regret I inform the com- 
mittee, that it does not comprehend an accurate state of 
many important objects; nor will it be in my power to 
give a complete state of the finances until the books of 
the Comptroller General’s office are made up and set- 
tled to 28th March 1789, and the balances regularly fur- 
nished this office, as directed in the acts of 28th March 
and 30th of September 1789, and Ist of April 1790. 

I beg leave to offer some gencral observations which 
tend to explain some part of this statement now before 


per article Sd, being specially appropriated for the re- | the respective dates of interest to the 31st Deeember 
demption of the bills of credit of March 1785, will leave | 1787; the balance shows the indents he will have to pays 
only 426,054 17 4 of the 153,709 1 9, per article the \this is confined to those he;received from the land-of- 
6th, in circulation, to be provided for, which have fice, taken from the Receiver-General’s accounts. 
charged in the estimate for the present year, per article | 13th. The arrears of specie taxes are stated in article 
43d. | 41st, balance outstanding, 1201,945 13 4. Itwas my 
2d. The account claims and improvements, per article | intention to hav stated an adgpunt with the respective 
the 15th. There have already been drawn on this fund, | counties for each year, but not being able to obtain all 


warrants to the amount of 13,655 7 11 more than the | the County Treasurer’s accounts, I have confined myself 


oa by law, which will remain unpaid un |to those from the year 1785 to 1789, per schedule B. 
e 


000 annually set apart for this purpose, can be | and the accounts with the respective counties. Of these 
taken from the genetal revenues, when onfy 11,344 12] taxes 194,009 0 8 are due from 1785 to 1789, and 


1, will remain unappropriated. 1,107,936 12 8 for the years 1781, 1782, and 1785; the 


. 3d. Of the money for the improvement of roads ard | latter may probably undergo some further deductions, 
inland navigation, per article the 16th. Of this there | regular returns not being made of ail the exonerations 
remains a balance of /.8,642 13 8, which has been used 


by law. The counties are bound to make up their quce- 

for the general purposes of the state, and will take some | tas. The sum brought into the treasury from October 
time to replace. 1789 to September 30th 1790, is 182,853 9 2, per sche- 
4th. The loan-office of /.150,000 being appropriated | dule A, some thousand pounds more than the preceding 
for the redemption of the bills of June 1780, called dol- | thirteen months produced. I have in the estimate, un- 
lar money, per articles 19th and 26th. The balance is | derthe 43d afticle, 


computed that 179,738 1 6 may be 
fully equal to that purpose. — expeeted into the trearury in the course of the year. 
~~ — revenues in state mone’, arreats of | 14th. Under the 42dand 43d articles, I have made an 
OL. 10 
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. ‘ . 
estimate of the general reventies and expenses for the | By the neat amount of licenses, fees of 
year 1791, by which it appears that fully and honourably | land-office, tax on writs, arrears of carriage 
to comply with the clatms on the state, a farther sum | tax, auction duties, and interest from loan 


than arrears of taxes and imposts, and interest from the | office, per article 42d 
By interest on certificates 
from the United States, per 


United States. will be necessary. Having stated them 
generally under the above two articles, I have again 


classed them under four heads, which, with great defer- | article 35d 


ence to the superior judgment of the committee, I beg | 


leave to submit. 
I. 

By several acts of the legislature, the taxes from 
1785 to 1789, and impost, wcre appropriated for the 
pemeet of the interest on the new loan debt, and 

urning /.20,000 annually of the bills of March 1785; and 
by another act, the loan-office of 150,000 principal was 
specially appropriated for the redeeming cf said bills I 
therefore propose holding these funds to the above pur- 

oses until the whole of these debts are extinguished, 

y which an instant appreciation of the bilis of credit of 
1785 may be reasonably expected, and the state not sub- 


Deduct one 


| year’s interest 


lon 1184,196 
| 82, proposed 
| to be applied 
| to the Propri- 
| prietary debt, 
,as under the 
| 2d head 
Ditto, on 
| 126,698 17 10 
| ditto 


ject toa discount allowed on all her expenditures, ex- | 


cept to the officers of government. 
To the amount of bills in circulation, 


11,061 15 


Ds 


1,601 18 9 


-_—_—_— —-_- 


17,905 4 0 


12,663 14 § 





5241 9 7 


By ditto on indents, per 


per article 6th - : - - £53,709 1 9 (articles 3lstand32d - 17,467 10 7 
Ta balance of interest on new loan | By ditto, old continental 
debt, 3lst,  - - . . ° 23,912 15 4/dollars’ - - ° - 54 410 








77,621 17 1 
Surplus, to be applied to other pur- 
poses after these objects are accomplished 48,041 8 0 























92,763 5 0 


Deduct one fourth, as only 


'three quarterly payments 
will be due Ist Oct. 1791 


5,690 16 $ 


15,009 5 0 














125,663 5 I | —- 17,072 & ¢ 
CR. | £32,081 13 9 
By arrears of taxes from 1785 to 1789, 
per schedule 8B. ‘ees. + 2 ie oe 6 IV- General Revenues. 
By balance on impost - - 4,000 0 0| To balance deficient, per article 2d, 16,378 10 10 


By ditto, duc on loan office /.50,000 per 

















To claims and improvement, per act 


a 27,654 4 5 | 26th March, 1789 oe ot: RD: Bo 
Yo inland navigation, &c. : : 5,000 9 0 
125,663 5 1) Pensions to widows and children of offi- 
= = | cers of the Pennsylvania line and militia, 
II and disabled officers, &c.  - - - 4,700 0 


The grant to the late Proprietaries. This debt being 
large, for which warrants to a very great amount have 
been issued that remain unpaid, and may, ifnot guarded 
against. interfere with any plan of arrangement of the 
finances that can be made. 
fund this debt, and secure the interest quarterly out of 
the interest to be received from the United States, or 


It is therefore proposed to | 


article 28th 


| Balance of Island Mone 


le. 
interest - 


One year’s interest on funded debt, per 


Ditto interest notes, ditto - ° 
To sundry warrants issued before the 


| 10th April 1789, that remain unpaid 


y, and 4 years’ 


0 
8,950 16 7 
855 18. 0 
7 
0 


10,000 0 





discharge the principal and interest with the six per 
cent. of the said cértificates. 

To amount of principal due, per article 
12th, including the whole instalment 184,196 8 2) CR. 

To balance of interest to 1st January, | By this sum, which may be expected 
1791, the period the United States inte- | to be paid into the treasury in the course 
rest will commence - 26,698 17 10 | of this year, from the arrears of taxes for 
| 1781, 1782, and 1783, out of £107,936 12 

210,895 6 0 8, due thereon, per article 41st, - 
CR. | _By a tax to be laid for half the amount 
By this sum taken out of | of the late funding tax, say - - 
the certificates of the United 
States, bearing interest at 
six per cent. per article 
33d - - -° 184,196 8 2 
_ By ditto, to discharge the 
interest - : 26,698 17 10 


£51,063 6 0 














15,000 0 @G 
38,472 18 9 


£53,472 18 9 





Agreeably to the foregoing statement, it would ap- 
| pear that all the appropriations would be fully equal to 
| the claims on them, except the fourth head, where a tax 

210,895 6 0/| is proposed. It may possibly be considered as improper 








x“ 


Il. Civil List. the old, or until the quotas of the counties shall be more 

To amount of one year’s expenses of exactly proportioned. In either case, the deficiency may 
government, per article 42d > ~ 25,009 5 0| be supplied by the state borrowing 30 or £40,000 on the 
Surplus, which may be applied as the le- funds she possesses. After another year, if the collection 
gislature may think proper 7,022 8 9] ofthe taxes is pressed, and the appropriations strictly 
attended to, a small tax will be sufficient, and the re- 
$2,031 13 9 | ceipts at the treasury will be in specie. Several pro- 
———~ | ductive funds will be released, which may be applied to 











to lay anew tax while such heavy arrearages are due or 
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such improvements as the Legislature, in their wisdom, Delaware - 171 30 
think proper. ep 
L have the honour to be, with great respect, your most 6489 10 6 
obedient, most humble servant, Clerks, Sergeantat 
JOHN DONALDSON. Arms,and Doorkeep- 
Register General’s Office, December 13, 1799. ers do 504 0 6 
'o the Honourable Committee of Ww ays and Means. This sum to defray 
win sundry incidental ex- 
Anticte No.I. Dr. The Expenses of Government from | penses 100 0 0 
the first of October 1789, to the 30th of September 1790, 604 0 6 
and the Funds specially appropriated for the support | 7093 11 0 
thereof. | Pay and milage of members 
To balance deficient per last annual state- + on warrants issued before 10th 
ett tacts OS Pee vs £3,331 9 7 | April 1789, 
To civil list, consisting of salary to the Richard Peters 61 00 
President and Vice President of the state, Conrad Ihrie 43 10 0 
pay and milage of members of Council from Joseph Hiester, March 1789, 26 10 
the lst of October 1789, to the 30th Sep- | Gabriel Hiester, do 28 14 0 
tember 1790, James Moore, 42 §0 
The President 1500 00 | Abraham Smith,29th March 1787 36 0 0 
Vice President 500 00 } John Hopkins, Esq. 1789 35 10 0 
City - - 254 50 — 273 3 0 
York - - 171 15 0 | Hon. John Armstrong, balance due him as 
Chester - 218 15 0 member of Congress, to 4th March 1789, 387 15 0 
Berks - - 178 50 | John Donaldson, Esq. Register- 
Cumberland - 217 15 0 | General, one year’s salary, 500 0 0 
Montgomery - 201 15 0 | His clerk, 332 16 1 
Bucks - - 274150 _ 852 16 1 
Dauphin - - 249 00 | John Nicholson, Esq. Comp. 
Northampton - 220 100 | Gen. one years salary, 800 0 0 
Bedford - - 218 17 0 | His clerk, - - - 200 0 0 : 
Franklin - - 202100 —1000 0 0 
Fayette - - 157 40 lw illiam Bradford, Esq. Attor- 
Washington - 145 50 | ney- -general,on warrantissued 
Northumberland 135 15 0 before the 10th April 1789, 
Westmoreland 182 50 | for 11 months salary, to Ist 
Huntingdon 99 00 | March 1789, 229 3 4 
Luzerne - 155 00 Ten months salary, to Ist 
Allegheny . 95 15 0 January 1790, 208 6 8 
5478 6 O | Seven months do to Ist Au- 
Doorkeepers wages, and sun- gust, 145 16 8 
dry incidental expenses he paid ——— 583 6 8 
for Council Chamber, 199 511 | = 
——5677 11 11 | 17,587 18 8 
Pay and milage of members To contingent expenses, 
of Council, on warrants issued | consisti ng of 
before the 10th 7 1789, Payments made Messrs. Bailey, 
J. Cannon, - . 53 10 0 | Dunlap & Claypoole, Brown, 
J. Baird, 2 27 15 0 | Humphreys, and Spotswood, 
J. Smiley, - . - 60 15 0 | for sundry printing, papers, 
N. Dennison, - - ° 18 0 0 | &e. for Council, - - 180 18 § 
G. Woods, - - ° 49 15 0 | Repairing locks, book cases, 
o*. — 23915 0/} quills, writing paper, fire- 
Benjamin Franklin, Esq. late | wood, &c. for ditto, - 70 111 
President, one year’s salary 1500 0 O — 251 0 4 
Pay and milage of members | Messrs. Hall and Sellers, Steiner, Brown, 
of assembly Humphreys, Bradford, Bailey, Billmeyer, 
City and County 859 10 6 Dunlap and Claypoole, sundry printing 
Lancaster 530 20 for the House of Assembly, - - 923 17 6 
Tome ee PE ISO : | Dunlap and Claypoole, printing 
Chester - - 306 60 | proclamations for declaring 
Berks” - - wo. 6 | electors of President, &c. a ty 
Cumberland - 305 7 0 | Francis Bailey, advertising taxes 
Montgomery - 58 15 0 in Huntingdon, Franklin, and 
Bucks’ - . 371 17 0 Northampton counties, us 9 4 
Dauphin 295 10 | Griffith Owen, for cleaning and 
Northampton 306 11 0 | repairing State-house clock, 1113 4 
Bedford 211 90 | Robert Leslie, for do. do. 9 0 Q 
Franklin - 222 00 | Joseph Dalby, for ringing bells 
Fayette - 261 00 | on proclaiming of the Presi- 
Washington 535 12 0 | dent, 3 z ‘ ; 6 00 
Northumberland 165 60 | John Donaldson, Esq. Register- 
Westmoreland 233 00 General, to defray sundry ex- 
Huntingdon 117 50 | penses of his office, 50 0 O° 
Luzerne 114 15 0 | Lord Butler, Esq. expenses re- 
Allegheny 135 00 | moving Franklin, a state pri- 
Miffiin 96 15.0 : 10 12 0 
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Wn. Bradford and J. Ingersol, to watchmen for guarding public offices, 

Esquires, fee for defending repairs done to the state eae yard, ring- 

suit brought by theChief Jus- ing bells on public occasions, expresses to 

tice against the state for de- the Indians, fire works on the arrival of his 

preciation, , . . 55 0 0 Excellency the President of the United 
Wm. Bradford and J. D. Ser- States, Kc. : : : 400 0 0 

geant, Esquires, fee respect- 

ing L, Doan’s forfeited estate, £23,343 6 8 

inBuckscounty, - - 40 0 Q aw: 
Wm. Bradford, I.sq. a fee do. I. 

Dunns forfeited lands in North- Cx. The Expenses of Government, Se. 

ampton, . 35 0 QO 


Pp ° - 
Ditto, balance of his fee, in four 
actions against Messrs. Miles, 
Matlack, &c. - - 20 0 GO 
Edward Shippen, Esq. amount 
of his account as one of the 
Judges of the High Court of 


Errors and Appeals, - 59 0 0 
George Evans, for surveying do- 
nation lands, : - 8 0 Q 


Stephen Porter’s demand for half 
the pay and expenses incur- 
red by Jacob Ninkirk, as In- 
dian Interpreter, on the lines 
between N, York and Penn- 
sylvania, from the 28th May to 
the 25th November 1787, per 


account, - - - 4612 7 
Matthew Irwin, Esq. for enroil- 
ing sundry acts of assembly, 
peraccount, - - - 4316 § 
For do do to 6th Sept. 1790, 
per ditto, th ig 45 1 4 
457 12 0 


Towers, Evans & Flake’s account for win- 

dow glass, &c. broke by firing of cannon 

on the day the President was proclaimed, 8 5 4 
Joseph Stiles, one year’s salary, 

as Commissary of military 


stores, - . ° . 50 0 0 
One year’s store rent, 13 14 4 
—— 6314 4 
Christian Laurence,smiths-work 
done for the invalids, - - 10 0 


John Schriber’s account for taking care of 
of the barracks, public stores gnc powder 
magazine, at Lancaster, from the 23d April 
1784, to 23d May 1788, is four years and 


one month, at six-pounds per annum, 24 10 0 
This sum advanced col. Proctor 
to ee powder to be used 
4th July, : - - 2015 8 
This sum paid Anthony Wright, 
for powder supplied the regi- 
ment of artillery to celebrate 
the birth day of his Excellen- 
cy General Washington, 23 5 4 
—— #1 0 
Valentine Hoffman’s account, repairing artil- 
lery carriages, in Dec. 1789, 8 9 0 6 
Paid repairing a cart, for use of the hospi 
at Province Island, 6.70?) tc eek. ee 
Paid George Brunnings, for cutting brandin 
irons, &c. for inspection of pot and pe 
ee ee eee eee Se ae 
John Nicholson, Esq. for depreciation on 
sundry sums he paid on account of the 
state, in specie, and ‘repaid him in paper 
currency, per account, . . 81 5 0 
David Rittenhouse, Esq.sundry commissions 
on monies passed the treasury since, last 
settletment, - : . . > 156 6.1 
2023 18 5 


This sum advanced Charles Biddle, Esq. to 
defray sundry. expenses, consisting of pay 





By the general revenues, for this sum ap- 
propriated per act of 26th March,1789, £10,000 0 0 
Court fines and forfeitures, received of 








Wm. Bradford, Esq. Attorney General, 20 0 0 
Fees of land-office, for this sum received by 
Christian Febiger, Esq. State Treasurer, 
from the time of his appointment to the 
Slst August 1790, - i. 1,348 § 11 
Received of David ear 7 
. Secre to land office, 
ind ag J - - 104 10 4 
Received of Daniel Broadhead, 
Esq. Surveyor-General, 84 8 § 
Received of Charles Biddle, 
Esq. Secretary to Council, 50 5 § 
Received of Francis Johnston, 
Esq. Receiver-General, 78 0 0 
317 4 2 
Received by D. Rittenhouse, 
Esq. late Treasurer, of Chas. 
Biddle, Esq. - @ - ~ «--®e 
Tax on writs, for these sums paid 
from Ist Oct. 1789, to 30th 
Sept. 1790, 
City and County - - 446 17 0 
Lancaster, . . - 408 2 6 
York, - . , - 271 7 2 
Chester, - : : 116 8 9 
Bucks, - - . . 100 0 0 
Northampton, - : . 90 13 6 
Berks, - - - : 66 0 0 
Cumberland, - : - 3617 6 
1,536 6 5 
Auction duties, from City, Liberties and 
township of Moyamensing, do. do. 1,718 13 2 
City and county, carriage tax, 
received from Oct. Ist, 1789, 
to Sept. 30th 1790, 1,349 7 10 
Bucks county, do. do. 12117 10 
Chester county, do. do. 100 0 0 
— 1,571 5 8 
Interest from loan-office for £50,000 princi- 
pal, from Oct. Ist, 1789, to Sept. 30th 
1790, : : - 1,274 16 6 


This sum taken from impost, being in part of 
the protecting duties applied to the sup- 
port of government, per act of 20th March 
1783, ae a: RET hee nae 5,496 14 10 


£23,343 6 8 


GAME LAWS. 


Mr. Hawxrns, from the Judiciary Committee, to whom 
was referred a petition signed by a number of the ci- 
tizens of Potter county, reported; 


The petitioners set forth that they are settled ina new 
country, in reducing which, to a state of improvement 
and cultivation, they undergo many privations, and 
much hardship; and in many instances have to os 
upon the wild animals, particularly the deer, for food. 
That those animals, so valuable for food, are the prey of 
every hunter who may choose to come into the county 
to shoot them, and that they are in groat danger of being 














ald 


a + ¥ le bali aes ee 
re ps: la at 


2828. } 





SCHUYLKILL AND DELAWARE CANAL. 


61 








errr 
deprived of this valuable animal, furnished for the food | pearances as to usefulness, and we do not think well of 


’ tion, ise and beneficent | #t: 
of an increasing population, by a wise and beneficen and three quarter miles in length. 


Providence;—and praying for the passage of a law to | 
prevent all persons, except actual residents or the hold- 
ers of lands, houses, or tenements, in the county of Pot- 
ter, from killing or destroying any deer therein, at any 
period of the year whatsoever, under the same pains and 
enalties prescribed by the law for killing and destroy- 
ang of deer from January to August. 
In England, there are a great number of laws made 
for the security and preservation of game. The restric- 


If a canal is made in Peg’s Run, it will be about two 


The southern route passes from Fair Mount along the 
bank of the Schulkill, to a point between Spruce and 
Pine streets, thence following south-easterly up a small 
run, and by a deep cutting gain the declivity of ground 
toward the Delaware, and connect with it somewhere 
about Wharton or Reed street, below the Navy-Yard. 
This will be about four and a quarter miles in length. 

On a full view of the objects and utility of this canal, 


tion laws relating to forests and game, were intro- and its connexion with other great improvements new 


duced into Europe, at the same time, and by the same 
people, who gave birth to the feudal system. It was 
the policy of every conquering general, when he van- 
uished a country, to bestow privileges upon his sol- 
diers, for their military services, and especially to prohi- 
bit the natives from the use of arms. In order to this, 
it became necessary to prohibit hunting and sporting, 
and that the conqueror should reserve this right to him- 
self, and such of his feudatories and barons, as he might 
think proper to bestow it upon. This exclusive privilege 
well suited the martial genius of those conquering 
troops who delighted in a sport which bore resemblance 
to war; and it is remarkable, that in those countries 
where the feudal policy remains the most uncorrupted, 
the forest, or game laws, continue in their greatest ri- 
In France, all game was properly the kings; and 

in some parts of Germany, it is death for a peasant to 
be found hunting in the woods of the nobility. In Eng- 
land, the sole right of taking and destroying game, be- 
longs to the king; founded originally, upon the princi- 
ple, that the king is the ultimate proprietor of all the 
ds in the kingdom, all being held either mediately, 

or immediately, from and under him. But in this coun- 
try, where the genius of the people and government are 
so widely different, restrictive Jaws would be illy adapt- 
ed. It is one of the blood bought privileges of this 
country, that the law recognises no order, distinction, or 
rank in society, other than intrinsic worth, or unassum- 
ing merit entitle the possessor to. By the constitution 
and laws of the country, every man from the president 
to the lowest peasant, is entitled to equal privileges; and 
no admirer of a well regulated system of public freedom, 
could desire it should be otherwise. To give the residents, 
and land holders of Potter county, the sole and exclu- 
aive right of taking and destroying game within the li- 
mits of that county, your committee respectfully con- 
ceive, would be one step towards destroying that equal- 
ity of privilege which it is the pride and boast of this 

country to enjoy. 

_ The committee were ee from any further con- 
sideration of the subject. (Journal of Senate, 1827-8. 


SCHUYLKILL AND DELAWARE CANAL. 

In 1825, at the request of the Watering Committee, 
engineers were engaged to examine and ascertain the 
practicability and probable cost of making a canal be. 
tween the two rivers, to be supplied with water by 
means of the Fair Mount Dam. The following was their 
report. 

Joseph S. Lewis, Esq. 
hairman of the Watering Committee, 
_ City of Philadelphia. 

Sir—Agreeably to your request, we have examined 
the ground between the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, 
im company with Mr. Hains, city surveyor, upon two 
proposed routes for a canal between those rivers. 

Both projects commence at the surface of water in 
es at Fair reek Peat thence the northern 

passes near Callowhill street, and then through 
the Northern Liberties, following the bed of Peg’s Ran 
to the Delaware. Another debouche was examined, to 
fall into the Cohocksink, between Second and Third 
aireets; this latter plan does not present favourable ap- 





going on and in contemplation, we should recommend 
the size of the canal to be twenty-four feet bottom, thir- 
ty-six feet top-water line, and four feet deep, and the 
locks to be seventy-five feet long between gates, and 
eight and a half feet wide. 

If a canal is made on the northern route, it must con- 
form in width to circumstances in the bed of Peg’s Run; 
and where stone or brick is used to form the sewer and 
sides of a canal it may be reduced in width to twenty- 
four feet water line. 

Although Mr. Hains, the city surveyor, has rendered 
us every assistance we could ask, still, as faras regards 
the northern route, we have not all the data necessary to 
give you a correct estimate. We however can state the 
facts near enough for a comparative view, and it will be 
in the power of Mr. Hains to correct such parts as he 
shall find erroneous, if further levels are taken. 

The western debouche of the canal en the northern 
route ought to be north of Fair Mount. 

Assuming the level of top-water line, on this route at 
eighteen feet above Fair Mount Dam, we would make- 
three locks on the western declivity, as near the pond as 
they can be located, and have ponds between them of 
two hundred feet, or so formed by extra width, as that 

| a lock full of water shall not reduce the pond more than 
three or four inches. There would be then eighteen 
feet lockage on the western side, and thirty feet to low 

' tide on the eastern: these thirty feet we should divide 

| into five locks. 

| Taking this data, the estimated expense may be set 
down thus:— . 


200,000 cubic yards of excavation, at 16 


cents : . : - : - $32,000 

Rock excavation near Fair Mount, say 13,000 
| 35 bridges, at 1000dollars - - = - 35,000 
| 48 feet of lockage oe ie Saale 48,000 
| Sewers, masonry in Peg’s Run, &c. say 52,800 

Contingencies, 5 per cent. - . : 8,540 
$189,340 
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The supply of water for this canal, locking down as it 
does both ways, snd providing for lockage, leakage, 
absorption, and evaporation, and assuming that great 
care will be used in puddling to prevent absorption, 
and assuming that twelve boats will pass every hour, 
and the locks kept in use at least twelve hours in twen- 
ty-four, the quantity of water cannot be less than one 
million two hundred and twelve thousand cubic feet for 
every twenty-four hours to give an adequate supply. 

The southern route may be stated thus. The plan, as 
before mentioned, is to carry the level of the Fair 
Mount Dam along the Schuylkill, to a point between 
Spruce and Pine streets, and thence by a deep cutting 
through the dividing ridge, carry on that level to near 
the Delaware, and has leek a lock, which at low wa- 
ter would have twelve feet lift. If a saving of water, and 
little more delay in passing, should be better, this 
might be divided into two locks. 

The examinations, to estimate the expense, have been 
more complete on this route than on the northern. The 
estimate we shall state thus: 


514,136 cubic yards excavation, at 20 cts. $102,827 20 
51,333 do, do. 10 cts, 5,133 30 
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Rock near Fair Mnunt, say - y S 13,000 00 | LONGEVITY. 
40 bridges, at 1000 dolls. - - - 40,000 00 | Account of John Strangeways Hutton, in the 109th year 
12 feet of lockage - é d - 12,000 00 | of his age, now living* in Philadelphia. By Mn. C. 


Guard-lock at Fair Mount ‘ - - 8,000 00| W. Prater. 
Culverts, &c. Ko. - : . 5,000 00 | After having, a few days since, taken Mr. Hutton’s 
Contingent expenses, 5 percent. - 8,798 00 | portrait from the life, which is to be preserved in. my 
| museum, the following particulars respecting the old 
$194,758 50 | gentleman were collected from his children; and others 
= | of his acquaintance. 

If only one lock is made at the Delaware, the quantity | He was born in the city of New York, in 1684; was 
of water to supply lockage, leakage, absorption, and jeer apprentice to a sea-faring man, who put him to 
evaporation, is estimated at 835,200 feet for every twen- | school, in New York, to learn navigation: at which time 
ty-four hours, assuming that 144 boats pass in that time; | he became intimate with a boy who worked at the white- 
and should the one lock be divided into two, thé quan- | smith’s trade, with whom he amused himself in acquir- 
‘tity of supply would be reduced to about 500,000 cubic | ing the use of the hammer: from whence he obtained 
feet for every twenty-four hours. a facility in working at plate work in the silver-smith’s 

It will be seen at one view, that if we take into consi- | business. He followed the sea-faring life for thirty years, 
derntion the number of locks on the northern route, the | and then commenced the silver-smith’s trade, without 
expense of lock keepers, annual repairs, which ought to | having served any apprenticeship to it; yet in Philadel- 
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be set down as a capital of 25 or 30,900 dollars, and then 
add the expenses of raising water to supply the northern 
route, without estimating the value of water lost by this 
project, and without taking into view the injury which 
may be done by disturbing the water-pipes while carry- 


phia he has been esteemed one of the best workmen at 
hollow work in that line of business; and there still are 
pieces of his work in this city much esteemed. He 


made a tumbler in silver, when he was ninety-four years 
old. 


ing on the work, that a decided preference is given in| Through the course of a long and hazardous life, in 
our opinion to the southern route. Although the length | various climes, he was always plain and temperate in his 
of canal is greater, there is a gain of time in having no | eating and drinking; and particularly avoided spirituous 
tocks to pass until you reach the one on the Delaware; | liquors; except in one instance. When he was lieuten- 
as the comparison is between the time in passing seven | antin a privateer, which sailed from Barbadoes in Queen 
locks and in passing one and a half mile of canal, which | Anne’s wars, being on a cruise on the Spanish main, he 
is in favour of the latter. with fifty or sixty men, made adescent on a village in 

Of the importance and necessity of a connexion be- | pillaging, and there he became, with most of the test, 
tween the two rivers, no one can doubt that the time | intoxicated. And this rare instance of his conviviality, 
has arrived when such a connexion is required. The | furnished a lesson, if not previously secured by natural 
trade which the city of Philadelphia has heretofore en- | temperance, to check it in future. For the Spaniards, 
joyed with the western country, has come to it by roads | taking advantage of this situation, got between them and 
—a new era is about to commence. The Schuylkill | the sea, and killed every man of his party, except one 
Navigation Company have now nearly completed their | and himself, whom they made prisoners; and in his at- 
‘works—an extension by the Union Canal will soon con- | tempting to escape from this situation, by cutting out a 
nect the Schuylkill and Susquehannah by canal—and | sloop, he was detected, and again put in confinement, 


the day is not far off when a connexion will be formed 
by canal between the Susquehannah and Allegheny, and 
between the Allegheny and Lake Erie. When these 
works are completed, the products of a country west 
and north-west of Philadelphia, with a population which 


will soon arrive at several millions, will find its easiest | 


and most natural connexion with the ocean by that city. 
This trade, coming as it will by water down the Schuyl- 
kill, will find great and beneficial advantages, by a 
ready and convenient connexion with the business part 


ofthe city. This connexion between the east and the | 


west parts of the city, will give a stimulus and activity 
to those parts now stationary—will make a unity of inte- 
rest between the east and west—will allay jealousies if 
they exist, and prevent them if they do not—and make 
the city united in all its great interests of trade and com- 
merce. 


"We cannot close without mentioning, that in making | 


these estimates, we have affixed prices such as in our 
opinion would be the fair value of the labour, were it 
done in the country—being in the vicinity of the city 
will no doubt vary the cost of many items: and local ad- 
vantages may and will have a very important bearing on 
the cost. This variation you will better understand than 
ourselves. 

We beg leave to refer you to the maps and profiles 
made by Mr. Hains, whose advice and good judgment 
have been very useful to us in this examination, and to 
whom we have explained more in detail our views and 
plans. 
Respectfully submitted, 

BENJAMIN WRIGHT, 
CANVASS WHITE. 

Philadélphia, June 25, 1825. 

The Ohio river was five feet six inches above low wa- 
ter mark at Pittsburg, on the 1st instant. 


| where he continued a considerable length of time. 
| He married his first wife in New York, whose maiden 
name was Catharine Cheeseman, by whom he had eight 
| children, twenty-five grand children, twenty-three great 
| grand children, and 3 great great grand children. 
| At the age of fifty-one, he marned his second wife in 
Philadelphia; her maiden name was Ann Vanlear, nine- 

teen years old at the time of the marriage; by whom he 
‘had seventeen children, forty-one grand children, and 
fifteen great grand children. 

The state of his issue, at this time, according to the 

best account I could collect, are:— 
Children by his first marriage, 8, of whom 7 are dead. 
Grand children, 25, 
| Great grand children, 23, 
| Great great grand children, 3, 





Total by first wife, 59, 13 





Children by bis second marriage, 17, of whom 12 are 
| dead. 
, Grand children, 4l, 16 
Great grand children, 15, 4 
Total by the second wife, 73, 32 
Total born, 132; of whom 45 are dead. 
Now living, 87, of whom the greatest number reside 
'in Philadelphia—two families of them in Richmond, 
Va. 

His second wife died in Philadelphia, 14th of Novem- 
ber, 1788, aged 72. He never had a head ache; and 
has often said, that he thought himself in his prime of 
life, when at the age of sixty years. 

He has always been fond of fishing and fowling; and 
till his eighty-first year, he used to carry, in his hunting 
excursions, a heavy English musket. He was ever a 

' quiet, temperate, and hard working man; is now very 


















































ef 
' 
RY 






















































a 
; 
: 


oes 








1828] DENGUE 


FEVER. 62 


—eeeeeeeeeeeeeeEeEeoeEeoeEeoaoaoaoaoaooaooeeannqqqtqqmemsmeseseseseweee eos: 


cheerful and good-humoured. He can hear, see, and | red tongue, and a bright redness over the body. To 
walk about; hasa good appetite, with no complaints} day he is better.* 


whatever, except from the mere weakness of old age. 


From the conversations I have had with the passengers 


In the early part of his life, he was on two scouts | of the brig Pomona, some of whom have resided many 
against the Indians. He used to tell, that in one of these | years in Havana, and one of them had sixteen cases of 
excursions, they went out in the night—that they lifted | Dengue in his own family, I am led to believe that. the 
up their feet high in stepping, to prevent a noise among | disease of the men of the ship Columbia is the same. It 
the leaves—that they took an Indian woman pmisoner, | varies occasionally in all its symptoms, excepting the 
who led them to where the Indians lay—that they fired, | pains in the bones, which exist in all cases. The facts 
and killed most of the Indians, before they could get to | in support of my conclusions are now all before you. 


their arms, and a few only escaped. That the Indians 
came in, and made a peace before the scouting party re- | 
turned. 

That he knew the noted pirate Teach, called Black 
Beard; that an act of oblivion had passed, which per- 
mitied all pirates to return to their allegiance; that 
Black Beard then came to Barbadocs, where he saw 
him. This was a short time before that pirate made his 
last cruize, and was killed in Carolina. 

His grand father by his mother’s side, Mr. Arthur 
Strangeways, died at Boston, sitting in his chair, when 
at the age of one hundred and one years. 

His father, Mr. John Hutton, was born at Bermuda, 
in Scotland; where, it is said, there are many of the fa- 
mily now living. —[.dmer. Museum. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 3, 1792. 


* Died December 20, 1792. 





DENGUE FEVER. 


Some cases of this fever having occurred at the Laza- 
retto, and as this is a disease, respecting which but little 
appears to be known in this country, we give some ex- 
tracts from a communication from Dr. Lehman, the La- 
garetto Physician tothe Board of Health. It is publish- | 
ed at length in the last number of the American Journal | 
of Medical Sciences, 





Account of the disease called Dengue, which has prevailed | 
so extensively at Havana. Br G. F. Leumayx, M. D. 
Lazaretto Physician to the Port of Philadelphia. (Com- | 
municated to the Board of Health. 


In answer to the resolution of the Board of last even- | 
ing, requesting my opinion of the nature of the disease | 
with which the men of the ship Columbia are affected, | 
I respectfully communicate the following facts. 

Henry Allen, seaman, had, while in Havana, the dis- | 
ease called by the natives Dengue, from which he en- 
tirely recovered upon warm lemonade, He continued 
m good health until the 20th of June, when he was | 
seized with a high fever, and pains in all his bones, the | 
violence of which, particularly in his head and back, 
was almost insupportable; a dose of calomel and jalap 
was administered to h‘m, which had no effect. Inthree 
days the violence of the affection was over. He is now | 
very weak, depressed in hisspirits, has pains in his bones, 
and no appetite, but without any fever. I consider him, | 
therefore, at present, as labouring under the effects of | 
Dengue. | 

William M’Elwee, the blacksmith, was taken sick | 
June 19th of a violent fever, excruciating pains in his | 
back and head, and severe vomiting. He had alternate | 
flushes of heat and cold shiverings, with a burning red- 
ness over the whole bedy. Ina few days the cuticle des- 

uamated.. He now complains of pains in his joints, 

slight head ache, and occasional nausea. He took no 
medicine, but drank freely of warm lemonade. This 
may be put down as a case of Dengue. 

James Simpson, seaman, states, that in the morning 
of June 30th, he had a chill while aloft—the next morn. 
ing he felt well again. On the night of July 1st, he was 
seized by severe painsin his back and head, and thought 
he was dying. Yesterday morning Isawhim. He had, 

in addition to the pains, considerable fever, with a far- 


Two of these men have been sick before, and the 
other predisposed to the disease, which was probably 


| excited into operation, by exposure to tempestuous and 


wet weather here. 

This disease, which appears to be a variety of bilious 
fever, depends no doubt on the extraordinary weather 
experienced for some months past on the Island of Cu- 
ba. No rain has fallen for six months, and the drought 
is severe beyond allrecollection. When the rains begin 
to fall, the disease will no doubt, alter its complexion, 
and assume a diffegent type. 

Lazareito, Julia, 1828. 


The person about to be affected, is usually attacked, 
(but not uniformly,) during the night, with a fever, 
pain in the head, back and hmbs, and a soreness of the 
muscles to the touch. Sometimes the head alone suf- 
fers from pain; occasionally the severity is in the lower 
extremities, and indeed every part of the body isaffect- 
ed; but generally the head, back, and limbs are more 
or less disordered together, The first sensation of pain 
that Mrs. Vinas felt was in her wrist. Mr. Melizet, (a 
passenger of the brig Pomona,) was warned of his at- 
tack by a pain in the corn on his.little toe. Some are 
primarily affected in the extreme end of their fingers, 
and thus it varies in almost every case, but the disease 
advances, and falls on more important parts. From the 
violence of arterial excitement, delirium is no uncom- 
mon occurrence. At the expiration of three days, the 
morbid influence usually ceases, and the patient recov- 
ers with a voracious appetite, or a total loss of it for 
many days; thesoreness of the joints and muscles con- 
tinuing for some time, and eventually relieved by pro- 
fuse perspiration. All are not attacked with equal se- 
verity. In many instances the disease is light, and ter- 
minates in forty or fifty hours. 

I was early aware that powerful remedial agents were 
improper, and prepared to treat any cases that might 


| fall under my inspection agreeably to the Spanish plan. 


When the seamen of the ship Columbia were introduced 
into the hospital, 1 gave each of them half an ounce of 
castor oil, merely to open the prime via, (neither of 
them had an alvine dejection for forty-eight hours. pre- 
ceding,) and then directed warm weak chamomile and 
balm tea to be drunk, repeated pediluviums, and a light 
regimen. ‘Two of them are now well, the other was 


_ very much debilitated when landed, and from previous 


neglect seems to labour under visceral obstructions. 


From its incipient symptoms, independent of other 
considerations, lam induced to consider Dengue as a 
bilious fever, modified by the prevailing weather of the 


| Island of Cuba, and particularly the dryness. It pre- 


sents to be sure a new face, but some of the old features 
are so strongly marked that its identity is tolerably cer- 
t@n. This conclusion I wish you to understand, is found- 
ed particularly on the observation of those under my 
care, and if they correspond with all others in symptoms, 





* James Simpson was perfectly well on the 7th inst. 
but in consequence of running about too much at night, 
and exposing himself to the very heavy dews prevailing 
here, he had a relapse, with all his original symptoms, 
but not quite so violent. A moderate dose of castor 
oil with warm balm tea removed the complaint in ferty- 
eight hours, and he is now (July 11th,) convalescent. 

Second attacks, or more properly speaking, perhaps 
relapses, are yery common. 
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&e. (of which my knowledge is from heavsay,) the in- 
ference is not far from the truth. 

I shall conclude with a brief outline of a few cases. 
They agree, in general, with all the others I have heard 
of, and only differ in the violence of the atiack or some 
unimportant symptom. 

John Pleasants, passenger of the ship Hibernia, was 
sick in Havana. He states that he was attacked about 
twelve o’clock at night with fever, pains in his head, 
back, and lower extremities. He took a dose of calo- 
mel and jalap, which operated copiously. Afterwards 
he drank warm orange-water—threw a blanket over 
him which produced a free perspiration. In a few days 
he was well. Slight pains in his joints, and soreness of 
the muscles to the touch, continued for a short period 
after his convalescence. 

Captain Newton, of the brig Pomona, was seized 
about sunset with pains in the bones, and a little fever, 
with vomiting, which continued eight hours. The fever 
abated in twenty-four hours, but the pains continued for 
several days in the limbs. He drank orange-water cold, 
and took adose of calomel and jalap, ahd several doses 
of oil during convalescence, and was nigh falling a sa- 
crifice to the strong purgatives. His face and body were 
coyered by red blotches. 

Mr. Astley Punton, passenger of the ship Hibernia, 
was taken sick in Havana, with pains in the head and fe- 
ver, which continued thirty six hours. He drank warm 
orange-water, and had mustard cataplasms to the soles 
of his feet. He recovered ina few days with an im- 
paired appetite, 

James Wetherly, carpenter of the ship Hibernia, had 
pain in the head, back, and limbs, nausea, but no vomit- 
ing; a dose of calomel and jalap was administered, and 
plenty of warm lemonade, and in three days he was 
well—covered with red blotches. 

Pimples similar to the prickly heat, and red spots on 
the cuticle, were very common during convalescence. 

Lazaretto, July 7th, 1828. 


Wieat Crop.—in the eastern sections, extending to 
Blue Ridge, the crop is in general abundant, and of fine 
uality, and with the exception of Northampton county, 
where it was suffered to remain too long in the field) 
well secured. In the middle section, or Susquehanna 
country, and more particularly in Mifflin, Centre, and 
Huntingdon counties, very serious injury has been sus- 
tained by rust, and the crop reduced one-third to one- 
half. On the west and north branches, the injury is be- 
lieved not to be so serious. 





Delaware County.—George G. Leiper, of Ridley 
township, commenced his canal on Monday week last, 
and one lock is ncarly completed. The length of the 
canal will be near a mile, and will be of great importance 
to this section of our country. It will be connected 
with Crum creek, which empties into the Delaware—and 
when completed, (which will be done as soon as possi- 
ble) will have a tendency to enhance the value of pro- 
perty in that neighbourhood, as well as n a direct 
water communication between Philadelphia and the 
stone quarries belonging to Mr. Leiper. There are se- 
veral mill seats near its location.— Upland Union. 





(From the Lycoming Gazet{e._) 


In the meadow of Mr. Philip Swisher, of Clinton town- 
ship, Lycoming county, a few days since, while his 
hands were employed in making hay, they discovered a 
striped snake of about four feet in length, and of immense 
thickness, which being dissevercd, was found to con- 
tain one hundred and eleven young ones of about five 
inches in length. 

I had often heard it said, these reptiles, on apprehen- 
sion of danger, will expand their mouths, and receive 


| hardly believed it; yet, from this remarkable incident, I 
know it to bea fact, as I was an eye witness to it. 
July 27, 1828. 

















Imports g Sugar and Molasses, at the Port of Philadel- 
phia, from the \st of January to the 29th July, 1828. 
SUGAR. MOLA’S 
| WHERE FROM. hhds. 
New Orleans and New 
ee 8306 
| Coastwise* ........ 1008 
EES 51 
St. Jago de Cuba..... 35 
Fernandina.......... 15 
I ree 52 
Trinidad de Cuba... . 
I oscencu see tia 
Porto Rico .....e-0. 974 
Mayaguez, P. R. .... 82 
GE EE ecccccces 21 
St. Barts and St. Mar- 
GR bcso ccm — 20 
Guadaloupe .......+. 
diy cics anlenasin ot 
Pernambuco ........ 
Pre 39] 4 
PAR s vio dvaccéest 615} 52 
Rithis-csih paseo Iaussolesnelesaslanvo li745al755 


* A great part of the sugar and molassess received 
coastwise, is entered as merchandize, and not included 
in this estimate. 


COFFEE. 


Total number of 
Coffee, received since the 1st January, 1828. 


WHERE FROM. BAGS. 








HEDS. TCS. BBLS. 
Havana - - - 2470 
Laguira - - 12,000 7% 
Maracaibo -  - 938 
St. Jago, Cuba - 4851 265 
AuxCayes - - 358 118 
Mayaguez,P.R. - 509 2 
Port au Prince . 8826 
|St. Thomas - - 5127 21471 
| Matanzas - - 134 
| Cape Haytien - $936 
Jeremie - - 1564 
'Trinidad, Cuba - 173 
| Port au Platt - 51 
Nuevitas - - 2 
| St. Johns, P.R. - 16 
St. Croix Rea 10 
City St. eee 10 
Coastwise,t (all kinds) 4134 
—— aa —_— 27 
ee 47,376 118 21 3=8iz 





+ About two-thirds of the coffee received coastwise, 
is entered as merchandize, and not included in this esti- 
mate. [Philad. Price Current Aug: 2. 
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Printed every Saturday morn'ng by William F. Ged- 
des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the Editor’s residence, No. 51 Filbert street, subsevip- 
tions will be thankfully received. Price five dollars per 
annum—payable in six months after the commencement 
of publication—and annually, thereafter, by subseribers 
resident in or near the city—-or where there is an agent 


their young into their bellies for protection, but had ' Other subscribers pay in advance. 
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